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PETITIONS 
John Lowther, Eſq. and Others, 


COMPLAINING OF 


An UNDUE ELECTION and RETURN, 
For the BOROUGH of LANCASTER, 


Which ſaid Petitions were heard on THURSDAY the 23d, FRIDAY the 24th, 
SATURDAY the 25th, and _ concluded according to the annexed MinuTes, 
2 the 27th of FERHR UART, 1786, before a Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, 


The Petition of JohN Lowruzzx, Eſq. 


Petition of John Lowther Eſq ; was read; ſetting forth, that at the late Election 
A of Burgeſſes to ſerve in Parliament for the Borough of Lancaſter, in the County 
Palatine ot Lancaſter, ABRam RawLinson, Eſq; Francis REyNnoLDs, Eſq ; and the 
Petitioner were Candidates; and that divers unlawful and unwarrantable Practices 
were made uſe of by and on the of the ſaid Abram Rawlinſon and Francis Rey- 
nolds, as well before as during the Poll ; and that in the Courſe of the Poll, John Bowes 
the Mayor, and Doctor Campbell the Low Bailiff of the ſaid Borough, two of the Re- 
turning Officers at the ſaid Election, acted with great partiality, and improperly rejected 
numbers of legal Votes, who tendered their Voices for the Petitioner, and admitted many 
Perſons to vote for the ſaid Abram Rawlinſon and Francis Reynolds, who were not le- 
ally qualified ſo to do ; and that the faid Returning Officers admitted ſeveral on the 
Poll with Queries, in order to re-conſider and determine on the legality of ſuch Votes 
at ſome f uent time before the Return ſhould be made, which the ſaid Mayor and 
Bailiff refuſed to do, notwithſtanding a Scrutiny was demanded on behalf of the Petition- 
er, which the ſaid Mayor and Low Bailiff alſo refuſed to t, and returned the ſaid 
Abram Rawlinſon — Francis Reynolds as Burgeſſes for the ſaid Borough, to the great 
Prejudice of the Petitioner, who ought to have been returned for the ſaid Borough; and 
therefore praying, that he may be heard by Counſel againſt the faid Election and Re- 
turn, and may be relieved in ſuch Manner as to the hou fe ſhall ſeem meet. 
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THE PETITION OF SEVERAL PERSONS, BEING FREEMEN AND 
HAVING A RIGHT TO VOTE FOR MEMBERS TO SERVE IN 


PARLIAMENT FUR THE BOROUGH OF LANCASTER. 


HAT at the late general Election for Members to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid 
4 Borough, John Lowther, Francis Reynolds, and Abram Rawlinion, Eſqrs; were 
andidates. 

That the ſaid Francis Reynolds and Abram Rawlinſon after the Diſſolution of the 
laſt Parliament, and after iſſuing the Writs for the Election, and previous to and during 
the Poll, by themſelves and their Agents, and by other Ways and Means, on Behalf and 
at the Charge of the ſaid Francis Reynolds and Abram Rawlinſon, did give preſent, 
and allow, and promiſe, agree, and engage to give, preſent and allow to Electors of the 
ſaid Borough, and to ſeveral Perions who had, or claimed to have, a Right to vote in 
the Election for the ſaid Borough, Meat, Drink, Reward, Entertainment, and Pro- 
viſion. And the ſaid Francis Reynolds, and Abram Rawlinſon, did give, preſent, and 
allow, to Electors of the ſaid Borough, and to the ſeveral Perſons who had or claimed to 
have a Right to vote in the Election for the ſaid Borough, Meat, Drink, Reward, 
Entertainment, and Proviſion as aforeſaid, in order to procure themſelves to be elected, 
for the ſaid Borough. And that the ſaid Francis Reynolds and Abram Rawlinſon 

revious to, and during the Poll, were guilty of Bribery and 1 and of attempt - 
ing to bribe and corrupt thoſe who had a Right to vote in the ſaid Election, in order to 
procure themſelves to be returned as duly elected; mid that by the faid and other undue, 
illegal, and and ugwarrantable Means, the ſaid Francis Reynolds and Abram Rawlinſon 
obtained a Majority ori the Pol}, and were returned accordingly, to the great prejudice 
of your Petitioners and other Electots of the faid Borough who voted for the ſaid John 
Lowther, and in open Defiance of the Law and Freedom of Election. 

That the Mayor and Low Bailiff, two of the Returning Officers of the ſaid Borough 
behaved with great partiality at the ſaid Election in Favor of tie ſaid Francis Reynolds 
and Abram Rawlinſon, and admitted many-Perſons to vote for the ſaid Francis Reynolds 
and Abram Rawlinſon, who had no Right to vote, and refuſed to admit to poll others 
who had a good Right to vote, or were in the ſame Situation with thoſe whom they 
allowed to vote for the ſaid Francis Reynolds and Abram Rawlinſon, and who offercd 
their Votes for the ſaid John Lowther. And the faid Mayor and Low Bailiff were 
otherwiſe guilty of the moſt groſs partiality ; and on a Scrutiny being duly demanded 
when the Polling was over, on the 26th day of April, 1784, in behalf of the ſaid John 
Lowther, your Petitioners and other Electors of the ſaid Borough, ( which Scrutiny as 

our Petitioners conceive, would have clearly ſhewn that the ſaid John Lowther had a 
ajority of legal Votes and ought to have been returned), the ſaid Returning Officers 
peremptorily refuſed to grant the ſame without giving any ſubſtantial Reaſons for their 
ſo doing, notwithſtanding they had admitted ſeveral Votes on the Poll with Queries in 
order to conſider and determine on the Legality of ſuch Votes at ſome ſubſequent Time, 
before the Return ſhould be made, notwithſtandiug there was ſufficient time to have 
gone through and finiſhed the faid Scrutiny before the Precept and Writ of Election 
were retur , able. That the ſaid Francis Reynolds and Abram Rawlinſon, and the ſaid 


4 M ayor and Low Bailiff were guilty of theſe and dives other illegal and corrupt Practices 
at and before the ſaid Election, to the great Prejudice of the 


ights and Franchiſes of 


your Petitioners. Fr 
Your Petitioners therefore humbly deſire this Honourable Houſe to take the Premiſes 


into conſideration, and to grant your Petitioners ſuch Relief as to this honorable Houſe 
ſhall ſeem meet, 


Cop] of the MINUTES, 


TAKEN ON THE TRIAL OF THE 


Lancaſter Election Petition, 


a ? 


AGAINST | SITS 
FRANCIS REYNOLDS, Eſq. 
| (Now Lord Dvucie,) and 
ABRAM RAWLINSON, Ef. 


NAMES OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO TRY AND DE- 
TERMINE THE MERITS OF THE PETITIONS, COMPLAINING 

- OF AN UNDUE ELECTION AND RETURN FOR THE BOROUGH 
OF LANCASTER: 


2 015 3 TC Ob $a 
ROBERT BURTON 


HE NRY COMGCEL Ss, 
ARCHIBALD | DOUGLAS, Eq. ; 

1, 0.,H,N.. _ DA WES, 

Ip CHARLES LEFEBRORE, Eg. 

JOHN MORTLOCK, Bg. 

GABRIEL STEWARD, Eſq. 

Jo HN Ke K'E, By 

LLIAM BELLINGHAM, ET. 


D AF 38 hb. W 
MUND AFFLECK,: Baronet. 
AN 8 T..E.-B I BW 


RK D-IL Flq. 
H N r Eſq. 


- STEELE called to the Chair. 


REngARY 24, 1786. 


COMMITTEE proceed an the L ANCASTER 
ELECTION PETITION. 1 


Mr. 5 TEEL E in the Chair. 


COUNGEL for the PETITIONERS, 


Mr. CRAHAM, 
Mr, DALLAS. 


Actnt——Mr. JOHN DENTON. 
COUNCEL for Mr, RAWLINSON, 


Mr PIGOTT, 
Mr. WYBERGH. 


Aru r —Mr. TOWNLEY WA R P. 
COUNCEL for Mr. REYNOLDS, (Lord DUCIE) 
| Mr. WILSON. | 
Arn Mr. THOMAS GREENE, 
COUNCEL for the RETURNING OFFICER. 
Mr, Serjeant BOLTON. 


PETITION of Mr. — 1 Recs 


”= a =. a oa» Wo oy 5 ¶ the ELE G TOR 8 


Mr. GRAHAM proceeds to open the Caſe of the Petitioners 


and ſays, 


12 on the part of the Petitioners he relinquiſhes all charges of 
partiality againſt the Returning Officers that he propoſes to 
prove Bribery and Treating, againſt Mr. Rawlinſon, by himſelf or his 
agents that he means to relinquiſh the charge of Bribery againſt Mr. 
Reynolds, (now Lord Ducie), but propoſes to prove him to Tire been 
guilty of Treating, by himſelf or his agents. 

Mr. Bautry delivers in the Return from the Office of the Clerk of 
the Crawn, and the Teſt appears to have been dated at VMeſminſter on 
26th March, in the Twenty-fourth of his Majeſty's reign. 

THOMAS SHEPHERD ſworn.—l have got the poll-book of the 
Election, taken at Lancaſter in April, 1784—I am the Town Clerk. — 
[ Delivers in the Poll, withdrew.] 

JOHN ROYLE ſworn—I was a landlord at the time of the Election 
Il kept a public houſe called the Old Sir Si mon — the Candidates were 
Mr, A. RawLinson, Mr. LowTHER, and Mr. ReynorDs—I had ſome 
converſation with Mr. Abram Rawlinſon about two or three days before 
the election he came into my houſe, and aſked me for the liberty of 
my houſe—T told him, it was at his ſervice—he aſked me for the liberty 

my houſe to entertain his company, and I told him that I would 
that any thing that lay in my power was at his ſervice. I opened my 
houſe accordingly, and he ſent in a couple of men to be Overlookers— 
I opened my houſe on the Saturday when the election began—It con- 
tinued open 23 days from the beginning of the election. The elec- 
tion laſted 23 days - people came in as freemen, and ſome others.—I 
did not aſk them who they were, the Overlookers or Stewards took 
care of that—they had meat and drink, what the Overlookers thought 

roper—they paid me for nothing—my bill was paid at the latter end 
— Mr. 4. Rawlinſon—1 had ſome converſation with Mr, Rawlinſon be- 
fore my bill was paid aſked his Clerk firſt—they were a good while 
before they paid it, and I wanted my money. Mr. Abram Rawlinſon 
ſaid he would ſee his brother in the afternoon and would ſpeak about 
it—I had had dealings with Mr. Rawlinſon before this time I was in- 
debted to Mr. Rawlinſon 8ol. When my bill was paid 20l. was de- 


ducted from it recollect but very few who came to my houſe during 
: the 
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the ele ftion—there were not many came—there was one William Tub- 
man came over Sands—he lived over Sands about 20 miles from Lan- 
caſier. There was another man came along with him but I cannot 
recollect his name—there was one Robinſon too who came from Ri 
cheſter, I cannot ſay I recolle& any other perſon——People came in 
who reſided in the town to-beſure, they had drink, but I believe no 
victuals—I don't know their names ſome I believe were Freemen, 
but I cannot tell. What were the names of the Overlooters? One of 
them was Robert Emerſon, I cannot recollect the name of the other 
I know Aron Troughton, he lives at Preſton —he was at my houſe ſome- 
times but not all the time I know Robert Cartmell, J believe he is a 
Freeman of Lancaſter he came there and I believe was a ſort of a 
Conſtable—he lives in the town, he came in to get his victuals becauſe 
he was a Conftable—he did not pay for what he had, it was charged in 
the bill I delivered to Mr. Rawlinſon—lI don't know William Hodes— 
: I know Joſeph Nerman, he is a Freeman, he was at my houſe during 
| the election, and was ſupplied with meat and drink, he did not pay for = 
' it, what he had was included in the bill I gave Mr. Rawlinſon—he lives 
about two miles on this fide Lancaſter. What did Mr. Rawlinſon pay 
you ? I received from his Clerk about 8ol. deducting the 2ol. I re- 
ceived it at Mr. Rawlinjon's counting-houſe—the bill was 1131. odd. 
I did not get very rich by this treating, I had the misfortune to fail 
ſoon after—the bill was 1131. odd. I owe Mr. Rawlinſon money now, 
and did then did owe him 100l.— ſome where thereabouts—the ac- 
count is ſettled, Mr. Rawlinſon had my note for 100l.—my bill againſt 
him was 1131. I got the remainder in money 20l. was ſtopped and I 
received the remainder of the bill—I muſt receive 931. The Stewards 
were overlookers—Norman does not live in Lancafter—Cartmel was a 
Conſtable, he came in every day, and had his meat and drink every Þ 
day Mr. Abram ae applied to me himſelf about my houſe, 
to entertain his company, his Freemen that came to vote for him, —I 
cannot ſay what Freemen in particular. Did not Mr. Rawlinſon apply 
to you for your houſe to entertain the Freemen who came from a diſtiance? 
Ves; he applied to me to entertain his company that were to come 
from the country The Stewards were placed at my houſe to fee that 
we did not cheat, and to ſee that what did come in were Freemen—1 
ſmppoſe it was for that purpoſe—they kept an account of every thing 
that s eat and drank to be ſure they knew much better then I 
who were entertained, who had or who had not meat and drink—1 did 
not give liquor till they told me. Every thing that was given out was 
given out under the direction of the Stewards one or other of the 
Stewards were there conſtantly, When they were out of the Way nei- 
ther I nor my Wife, nor any body, gave either victuals or drink g I 
on't 
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don't know that any body was placed over the Stewards. 

Re- examined. — The Stewards were placed in my houſe by the 
Gentlemen of the Committee - , you delivered the bill to Mr. Raw- 
linſon in which was included ile charges for what Cartmell and Norman 
bad, was there any cbjecticu to No. Mas any perſon turned away 
from your houſe on account of (ir reſiding at Lancaſter ?. I don't re- 
member any. | Withdrevz.] The Counſel for Mr. Rawlinſon ad- 
mit that Robert Cartmell and 7oſepb Norman were Freemen. 

JANE ROYLE ſworn—I am Wife to the laſt Witneſs, My huſ- 
band kept a public houſe at the laſt general eleftion—T recollect an ap- 
plication being made to my huthand to open his houſe, by ſome Gen- 
tlemen and Mr. Rawlinſon—they ſaid they hoped he would give them 
his intereſt, and would give them the privilege of his houſe—he under- 
ſtood by that to open his houſe—it was opened juſt before the election 
began—there were Overlookers, they had Liquor and gave it to ſuch 
people as they thought deſcrving We gave Liquor too. The people 
whom they ordered we gave meat to as well as drink. I know William 
Tubman, he came 22 miles over Sands to Lancaſter Mr. Robinſon came 
from Ribcheſter Taubman was backwards and forwards for a Week or 
ten days, ſometimes he ſlept there and ſometimes not—Robinſon was 
not there quite ſo long Troughton was backwards and forwards ſome- 
times, and eat and drank at our houſe, I know William Emerſon, he 
was a Freeman and a Conſtable, he came backwards and forwards, and 
both eat and drank. The Overſeers did not object to his having it. 
I know Robert Cartmell, he cat and drank at my houſe—he is a Con- 
ſtable—he was not objected to by the Overſeers —I know William 
Hodgſon, he is not a Conſtable, he did not eat at my houſe, he did drink 
—he came and the Stewards objeCted to him becauſe they thought he 
was troubleſome and came oftener than they liked-—he uſed to fit down 
with ſome company to a bottle or two of Wine I know Toſeph 
Norman, he lived about three or four miles off—he was often at our 
houſe, he had meat and drink and he was no Conſtable. 

Croſs Examined—The inſpectors were John Pennington and Robert 
Emerſon, {| Withdrew. ] | 

JOHN WHITEHEAD ſworn—I kept a public houſe at Lancaſter 
at the time of the laſt election I am a Freeman and voted for Mr. 
Abram Rawlinſon my houſe was opened at the election for the ad- 
miſſion of country Freemen or friends of Mr. Rawlinſon to bed and 
board—I received orders from Mr. John Rawlinſon for that purpate. 
The perſons who came to my houſe were ſupplied with meat and |r11ik 
I was paid by Mr John Rawlinſon in his counting houſe. —- lam 


Rawlinſon lives in Queen's-ſquare, —I don't think he has a countit:'s 
houte 
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houſe there were ſome Freemen who were hired to run errands wha. 
had meat at my houſe. James Ellythorn was a Freeman, 
he lived in Lancaſter at the time of the election —he was one of thoſe 
that ran on errands and had their meat at my houſe - don't recollect 
any other perſon's name—there were pot many who lived in Lancaſter 
that came backwards and forwards—there were only three or four— 
they had meat and drink when they wanted it—this was included in 
the bill Mr. John Raulinſon paid me—there was about a dozen country 
freemen—the ſum I received was about 1031.—I received the payment 
of this bill from Mr. Jackſon, Mr. John Rawlinſon's Clerk—my houſe 
was opened the night before the election till the Members were carri- 
ed about—it was about nineteen or twenty days—my houſe was open- 
ed by Mr. John Rawlinſon and Captain Walker—they ſent for me to 
the committee-room, and told me 1 might entertain the country free- 
men who came —Milliam Medcalf and James Fairrer were the Over- 
ſeers at my houſe they were put there by Mr. John Ratolinſon and Mr. 
Abram Rawlinjon's committee —if any freemen came along with the 
country freemen they were entertained they brought many along with 
them—Mr. AbramRawlinſon was never in my houſe in his life—I have 
never ſeen him ſince the Thurſday before the eleftion—amongſt the 
country freemen who were at my houſe there were William Reade and 
Thomas Sturzaker from Liverpool—there were ſome perſons of the 
name of Tempſon or 4 ownſon, who came from Eland about three miles 
from Lancaſter—there were about three' of them—they uſed to come 
and eat and drink when they choſe it during the election - they were 
_ entertained four or five days before they polled, 

Croſs-examined—The election laſted about twenty-three days they 
took care not to poll very faſt—I do not know who did—the country 
freemen were at my houſe two or three days before they polled—ſome 
went away as ſoon as they had polled, and ſome ſtaid afterwards 
there might be three times twelve voters off and on——thoſe country 
yoters might bring each ten or twelve voters along with them I mean 
freemen and non-freemen in the town—there came free and unfree a- 
long with them—there were part freemen and part non-freemen—the 
people who came from the country brought freemen and non-freemen 
along with them—it was the Stewards' look out whether there were 
freemen or non-freemen there had nothing to do with it but to ſee 
to the charge—my orders from Mr. John Rawlinſon and Capt. Walker 
were to give to the country freemen— I had no orders to give to any 
body elſe—my bill was paid, and no objection was made to any part of 
it, [ withdrens, | | 
CUTHBERT BAINES ſworn.—I lived at the Bear and Staff at 

| | Lancaſter 


Ya 


Lancofier at the election was a landlord—T remember a perſon's 
coming to me and aſking me for my houſe to entertain the out voters 
who came to poll in the intereſt of Mr. Raw/inſon—there were Stewards 
came in directly and we gave the houſe up to them there names were 
Mr. Carus and Mr. Bell there was nothing given but what they order- 
ed there were freemen out of Lancaſter who came to my houſe when 
it was opened—there were many freemen reſident in Lancaſter who 
came to my houſe—the Stewards were there—I don't know that the 
Stewards gave me any orders for them to eat—they came backwards 
and torwards upon buſineſs—I was ſerjeant in the court—my doors 
were never opened after 11 o'clock at night—it was before that time 
that theſe freemen came to my houſe I have ſeen freemen of Lancaſ- 
ter in my houſe no doubt—1 have ſeen freemen of Lancaſter drink at 
my houſe ] don't recollect to have ſeen them eat Upon my oath, if 
2 freeman of Lancaſter came in and I ſaw him, he paid for what he 
had—the Waiters at my houſe gave drink by the orders of the Over- 
{cers———freemen who came out of the country had what liquor they 
vwanted—T have ſeen the townſmen come in with country people their 
acquaintance and drink at my houſe if their friends called for 1t—if any 
of the town people came voluntarily, and I ſaw him, I made him pay 
for it] was 23 days and was never in my houſe till court was over 
—it was over about 3 o'clock generally—I never ſaw the towns people 
of Lancaſter in big numbers I might ſee 20 there in the courſe of the 
election. My bill exceeded 200l.— there were three times thirty coun- 
try voters at my houſe during the election. The bill was paid in 
Mr. Jobn Rawlinſon's counting houſe by Mr. Fackſon I cannot tell 
whether Mr. Abram Rawlinſon has any counting houſe—there was no- 
body but Mr. Jacꝶſon in the counting houſe when I was paid my bill. 
| [ withdrew. 

RICHARD GARDNER ſworn.— I am a freeman of Lancaſter. —I 
voted at the laſt election for Mr. Abram Rawlinſon—1 was entertained 
during the courſe of the election at Lancaſter—I had my victuals the 
ſame as other people had—I don't know who Jane for them, I did not 
pay for them ] went firſt to one public houſe and then to another 
Lwas on Mr. Rawlinſon's ſide -I went the ſame as other people—there 
were ſome public houſes opened—the Nag's head kept by Mr. Kew 
was one. I know Royles's houſe. I don't know whether I was at his 
houſe or not—I was at Baynes's houſe during the courſe of the election 
—We had any thing we choſe to eat and drink—I did not pay for 
what I had—I live at Everſbam, about five or fix miles from Lancaſter. 
I don't know John Whitehead. 


Croſs-examined.—1 don't live at Lancaſter—I lived at the town of 
Lancaſter 
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Lancafter during the election. I believe I was a freeman, I lived at 
Mr. Topping's, the Punch Bowl, in Bridge Lane, in Lancaſter, at the 
time of the election was a freeman at that time—I voted for Mr. 
Rawlinſon—T have not changed ſides I don't know that I am ſtill of 
the ſame Intereſt I don't know what ſide I am of now. I have not 
changed ſides—it will be ſhewn by and by, Whether I am of Mr. Low- 
 ther's fide or not. I had meat and drink on both fides—the perſon 
where I lived was in Mr. Lowther's intereſt, and I got ſome meat and 
drink there. I lived at Lancaſter before the election and after ſome 
time. I don't know what month the election was in. I lived at Mr. 
Topping's, the Punch Bowl, in Bridge Lane about half a twelve month. 
| Lithdrew. 

JAMES RIPLEY ſworn.—T live in China Lane at Lancaſter— I 
lived there at the time of the election, and kept the three tuns. I re- 
member John Leach, Maſter Cooper, applying to me to open my houſe 
—T believe he voted for Mr. Rawlinſon. He ſaid Mr. Rawlinſon ſaid 
he would he obliged to me to let him have my houſe for his country 
friends or country freemen, I can't ſay which he ſaid. I opened my 
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houſe after the poll began the Stewards came after the Poll began 


hn Baines was one, and the other William Nicholſon. They were to 

rve the people with liquor my houſe continued open till the election 
was over.—I happened to have very good ale. There might be fifty or 
ſixty perſons at my houſe at a time. They were moſt part of them 
country freemen. Very likely there might be ſome town freemen a- 
mong them, I ſerved the Stewards with liquor, and they gave it to 
the freemen. I imagine there might be ſome town's people among 
them. The country people brought their acquaintance who were 
towns people. My bill amounted to 110ol. I was paid by Mr. Jacłſon 
in Mr. John Rawlinſon's accounting houſe. Mr. Abram and Mr. 
John Rawlinſon were in partnerſhip. I don't know that Mr. Abram 
Rawlinſon had any other counting houſe. I have ſeen Mr. John 
Rawlinſon with Mr. Abram Rawlinſon in the ſtreets. I imagine they 
were going about the town together a canvaſſing, Samuel Gregson and 
another gentleman uſed to come and forbid the Captains ſerving the 
towns people with any liquor. [ 27th drew.] 


© & 


Adjourned till to-morrow Morning 11 of the Clock. 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25th, Committee proceed on 


the LANCASTER ELECTION PETITION. 


JOHN STERLING ſworn—I am a butcher I live at Lancafter— 
I did hve there at the time of the laſt eleftion—I was ſent for by Mr. 
Rawlinſon's committee—I am a freeman, and lived at Lancaſter at the 
time of the election I went to Mr. Reynolds's houſe—Mr. Bell's of 
Pudding-lane, and ſeveral other public houſes during the time of the 
election went to Cuthbert Baynes's—I have been at the King's Arms 
kept by Mr. Coulthwaite—l was at John Whitehead's—At theſe different 
public houſes I got drink, and got meat at the Black Horſe I did not 
pay for what I had—I went to theſe houſes ſometimes when I was dry 
hen I have been at theſe houſes, I have ſeen freemen who lived in 
Lancaſter drinking as well as myſelf—I never ſaw them pay any thing 
have never ſeen freemen of Lancaſter turned out by the perſons who 
were in theſe houſes as being ſuch—I voted for Mr. Rawlinſon. 

Croſs-examined.—I am not in the pay of Mr. Lewther—l don't know 
who pays me tor coming to London—lI am not in Mr. Lewiher's pay 
now at Lancafter—In this preſent canvaſs I was in Mr. Lowther's pay 
for running of errands—we are ſo many in a week—I am not now in 
his pay -I never was a meſſenger before the laſt eleftion—I went on 
errands then——1 was employed by Mr. Rawlinſon's committee 

[ withdrew.) 

THOMAS COULTHWAITE ſworn—!I live at the King's Arms, 
Lancafter—I remember having orders from Mr. Jobn Rawlinſon——he 
wiſhed to open my houſe for Mr.Rawlinſon the member's friends—the 
gentlemen in the town in the intereſt of Mr. Rawlinſon, dined with me 
every other day, and paid their own bills, and paid Mr. Rawlinſon's— 
The freemen who lived at a diſtance had what the Stewards directed 
to be given I can't tell what number of theſe voters were at my houſe 
—it is impoſſible to know——to my knowledge none but the country 
voters had any thing at my houſe l don't believe any other perſon had 
any thing—upon my oath, I don't remember any perſon of the town 
having any thing at my houſe except what they paid for my houſe 1s 
a very large one - to the beſt of my recollection I can't ſay that I ſaw 
any of the freemen of the town in my houſe, or in the yard of my 
houſe, during the election people might go backwards and forwards, 
ours is a very large houſe; and I can't poſſibly ſay who they were—the 
Stewards I believe took very great care who were entertained—my bull 
amounted to upwards of 400l.—the out voters had punch and wine 
by the direction of the Stewards—my cellars are always pretty full 


The houſe belongs to Mrs. Rawlinſon of Newcaſtle, a couſin of * r. 
Abram 
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Abrom Rawlinjon—1 delivered in the bill to Mr. J RA Clerk 
the bill was paid ia my houſe by Mr. Tei Fackjor, ir. Jolin 
Rawlinſon's Clerk I don't know that Mr. Abram and Mr. John 
Rawlinſon have concerns together—I know of no counting houſe bat 
one and Mr. Jackſon always attends there as Clerk. I never {aw any 
biils of Mr. Rawlinſon's—I don't deal with either of them. 

Croſs Examined—I know Stanley Turner's houſe nis houſe vas o- 
pened at the election my houſe is the largeſt houſe in ZLorcafer, and 
the yard is a large open yard full of carriages. [ withdrew. | 

JAMES PARKINSON ſworn—T was at Lancaſter during the great- 
eft part of the time of tlie election I was ſervant to Mr. Her'y Row- 
linſon, and was ſent to do as much ſervice to Mr. Abram Raws 1; as. 
I could—I aſſiſted him to the beſt of my abilities Mr. Henry Raue 
linſon is couſin to Mr. Abram Rawlinſon—I1 ſlept and eat when TI 


liked at Mr. Lindow's, who married Mr. Ratelinſon's ſiſter I generally 


went once a day to the houſes that were opened in Mr. Rawlinſon's 
intereſt—there were twenty-ſix houſes opened I called for what I 
wanted, and did not pay for it—l ſaw 3 at all the houſes, and 
freemen that were reſident in the place I ſaw them receive liquor 
I never ſaw them pay for what they had -I never obſerved or under- 
ſtood there was any difference between thoſe who lived at a diſtance 
and thoſe who lived in the place—I have known Mr. Abram Rawlinſor 
and Mr. John Rawlinſon ever ſince I can remember any thing, and they 
are in partnerſhip for what I know—— I have ſeen letters directed to 
them, as to Meſlrs. Abram and Jobn Rawlinſor—lI know William 
N believe he is Caſh-keeper to Meſſrs. Abram and John Raw- 
nſon. TE. 

Croſs Examined—I am not a freeman—I can't ſay that I recollect 
the names of any of the freemen of Lancaſter, that I ſaw at theſe 
houſes I know that ſome of them were freemen becauſe they polled 
I remember there were ſome of the name of Thomſon, one of the name 
of Liber—I don't know their chriſtian names -I keep a public houſe 
at preſent— I never ſold a halfpennyworth of liquor at my houſe to 
Mr. Lowther's friends—If any of lus friends have had any they have 

aid for it—I have frequently gone up to the poll at the head of tallies 
rom Mr. Rawlinſon's committee. * | 

GEORGE FLETCHER ſworn—l live in Lancaſter —I am an At- 
torney—I am acquainted with Mr. Abram and Mr. Joba Rawlinſon — 
I have never done buſineſs for them in any capacity I have known 
them twelve or fourteen years I have been at their accounting houſe 
frequently I don't know that they have more than one counting 
houſe—lI don't recollect ever ſceing Mr. Abram Rawlinſon at Mr. John 
Rawlinſon's counting houſe—I know Mr. Jobn Fackſon—I have _ 
1 | im 
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him do buſineſs at the counting houſe of Meſſrs. Abram and Jobn 
Rawlinſon—l always underſtood it to be their counting houſe I never 
knew that Mr. Abram Rawlinſon had any other counting houſe 
I have ſeen letters directed to Meſſrs. Abram and John Rawlinſon 
they are Weſt India merchants—I have never ſeen bales of goods or 
caſks of ſugar directed for Meſſrs. Abram and John Rawlinſon 1 
ſerved a Warrant upon William Fackſon, he lives at a place called Si- 
verdale, about nine or ten miles from Lancaſter I did not ſerve him 
there — he is a weaver—1 ſerved him perſonally with a copy of a war- 
rant—I have got the original. 

Produces the Speaker's Warrant for the attendance of Willia m 

' Jackſon, and others, upon Thurſday the 23d of February. 

In conſequence of my ſerving this, I ſaw him and ſeveral other wit- 
neſſes at the town's end—the coach was not ready to go off—lI did not 
fee him get into the coach—the morning was very wet—this is all I 
know of the matter. [Withdrew.] 

JOHN ROYLE ſworn.—I don't know William Jackſon—I remem- 
ber a man who ſet out with us from Lancaſter, and ran away from the 
carriage three miles ſhort of Preſ/on—we left him at the inn, and never 
ſaw any thing of him afterwards—1 never heard any body call him by 
the name of Jackſon. [ Withdrew. 

CUTHBERT BAINES ſworn.—l heard a man called by the name 
of William Jackſon who came up in the coach. I ſaw him run away 
from the coach. [ Withdrew. ] 

JOHN WATSON ſworn—I am a merchant at Lancaſter—I know 
the Meſſrs. Abram and John Rawlinſon I have tranſacted buſineſs 
with them have bought goods of them, and the Bills of Parcels were 
made out in the names of Meſſrs. Abram and John Rawlinſon I 
tranſacted the buſineſs with William Jackſon their Clerk - have been 
in the counting houſe at Mr. John Rawlinſon's houſe—I dont know 
that Mr. Abram Rawlinſon has any other counting houſe—I was em- 
ployed to pay bills for Mr. John Lowther at the laſt elechon——my 
Lord Lonſdale employed me to do it—I paid Stanley Turner's bill 
it was 600l. and upwards—I paid ſeveral other bills I paid Serjeant 
Bland's, Mrs. Paget's, James Topham's, Mrs, Sutton's, Mr. James 
Thompſon's, and ſeveral other bills I can't gueſs the amount of the 
bills I paid—I can't gueſs to 100l. nor to 1000l.— there was above 
8o000l, I paid in all. [Wichdrew.] 

Mr. Granam concludes the caſe of the Petitioners againſt Mr. 
Rawlinſon, and propoſes to relinquiſh all charge againſt Lord Ducie. 

Mr. W11.s0n ſays he is not yet 3 what to ſay to it on the 
part of his Client, but propoſes that Mr. DaLLas ſhould in the mean 
time ſum up the caſe of the Petitioners againſt Mr. Raylinſon, 


Mr. 
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Mr. DALL As proceeds to ſum up the evidence produced on the part 
of the Petitioners againſt Mr. Rawlinſon, 

Mr. Piodor requires to know from the Committee, Whether they 
think there has been ſufficient evidence produced againſt Mr. Rawlin- 
ſon to put him upon making a defence ? = 

| Court cleared Committee delibrate. 

Reſolved that Mr. P1660T be directed to proceed in his defence. 

Counſel called in and acquainted therewith 

The Committee being informed that Mr. Reynolds, (now Lord 
Ducie) wiſhes the charges made againſt him by the Petitioners ſhould 
be proceeded indirect Mr. GxAuA to proceed to prove his caſe. 

JOHN WATSON ſworn—I remember Mr. Reynolds being a Can- 
didate at the laſt election he ſtood upon the intereſt of the friends of 
Mr. Lowther.—Mr. Reynolds paid me 200l. and Mr. Greene, an At- 
torney in London, who acted as his agent, paid me 1000. in all 1200l. 
I placed it to the account of Mr. Reynolds—it was expended in open- 
ing houſes and treating the freemen—Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Lowther 
joined their intereſt I mean to ſay, that it was the intereſt of Mr. 
Lowther that was to bring in Mr. Reynolds I was an agent for Lord 
Lonſdale and Mr. Lowther—I had no converſation with Mr. Lowther 
x never ſpoke to him upon the ſubject at all. Mr. Lowther was 
ill at the time of the election. Lord Lonſdale and his different peo- 
ple conducted the election on the part of Mr. Lowther, I received 
this money to defray the neceſſary expences of the election; I mean 
Mr. Reynolds's ſhare of the neceſſary expences jointly with Mr. Low- 
ther. After it had been paid to me as the agent of Sir James Low- 
ther (now Lord Lonſdale), and Mr. Reynolds. I applicd it for open- 
ing houſes to treat voters in the intereſt of Mr. Lowther and Mr. 
Reynolds. I know Thomas Wilkinſon one of the Petitioners ; he is 
a perſon that lives at London ; I don't know what buſineſs he is of : 
I 2 I don't know that he is a ſoldier in the Guards ; he was at the 
election. His expences were paid. The expences of the out voters 
were all paid, and that was all they had. We paid their expences 
while they were at Lancaſter. I don't know Peter Hawthornthwaite. 
I dont know Samuel Leigh. Thomas Wilkinſon did not appear in 
regimentals at Lancaſter. [ Withdrew.] 

Mr. W1Lsox declines producing evidence on the part of Lord Ducie, 
but remarks upon that produced by the Petitioners againſt his Lordſhip. 

Mr. Procor opens the caſe of Mr. Rawlinſon. 


Adjourned till Monday Morning 11 of the Clock. 
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MONDAY, FFBRUARY 27th, Committee proceed on 
the LANcASTER BytcTion PETITION, 


Mr. Priocor proceeds to call evidence to ſupport Mr. Rawlinſon in 


his defence. 2 | 
THOMAS CARUS ſworn—T was one of the Stewards or Captains 


at the Bear and Staff kept by Cuthbert Baines, during the election 
I was there to ſee that the out freemen were properly taken care of — 
I was there pretty conſtantly I took care that the country freemen 
ſhould be entertained and not the town freemen—that was the expreſs 
object of my being there I was there every day during the poll, 
which laſted twenty-two or twenty-three days during that time if any 
town freemen came into the houſe I turned them out—I turned out 
many of them ln ſome parts of the houſe they ſometimes choſe to 
ſtay and pay for what they had hen they did not do ſo I turned 
them out If by accident, during theſe twenty-three days, they got 
any thing to eat or drink, it was, becauſe I could not help it did my 
utmoſt to prevent it cannot ſay that no town's ſreemen came in 
there might be ſome at the lower part of the houſe when I was elſe- 
where — Joſeph Bell was the other Steward -i was preſent when he 
received his directions, and he received the ſame that I did—T had no 
orders from any perſon whatever to concur in any manner with the 
town's freemen having any thing at the houſe—17 they had any thing 
it muſt have been by accident—I am a freeman, and voted for Mr. 
Rawlinſon—1 did not eat and drink at the Bear and Staff——1:went 
home conſtantly. [ Withdrew. ] 

DANIEL ECCLESTONE ſworn—I was preſent during the laſt 
election at Lancaſter—I was employed by Mr. Rawlinſon's committee 
to inſpect the public houſes that were opened for the entertainment of 
the country freemen in Mr. Rawlinſon's Intereſt——to ſee that the 
Stewards did their duty—the Stewards were inſtructed to fee that the 
country freemen only had what was neceſſary without exceſs—I ſur- 
veyed all or moſt of the houſes two or three times every day for that 
purpoſe, and to make cut a liſt of the country freemen that the com- 
mittee might know where to find them. I am not a freeman. withdrew} 

BAYAN GRAY ſworn—lI am a freeman of Lancaſter—I was every 
day at the poll—the election laſted twenty-three days—it was owing 
a great deal to the protraction of the poll by Mr. Lowther's counſel 
aſking queſtions, and giving oaths to the voters for Mr. Rawlinfon— 
I think 1t was owing to Mr. Norton, the counſel for Mr. Lowther—he 
wiſhed to ſwear every man ſeparately - ſometimes the oaths were ad- 


miniſtered to one or two tallies, and then ſtopped, and then were ad- 
muſtered 
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miniſtered again—the oaths were adminiſtered to three perſons at a 


time, and not to the whole tally of ten the oaths were rarely ad- 
miniſtered by Mr. Rawlinfon's party—Mr. Cawthorne particularly at 


the poll inſiſted to be ſworn himſelf and ſo did many others on the 


part of Mr. Lowther—I recollett ſeveral inſtances of the country vo- 
ers who wanted to poll for Mr Rawlinſon, who were obliged to go 


| » home and to come again, becauſe they could not get up to poll—this 
- muſt undoubtedly have increaſed the reaſonable expences of entertain- 


ing the voters—1 169 perſons voted for Mr. Rawlinſon—in that num- 

ber there were about 800 out voters, and about 400 in the town. 

＋ Examined— l am a freeman reſident in Lancaſter l voted for 
awlinſon—Upon your oath did Mr. Cawthorne propoſe t6 take dle 

Oaths till ſomebody mentioned it ? 


ſomebody mentioned it before Mr. 


Cavthorne deſired it the counſel for Mr. Rawlinſon propoſed to wave 


ſwearing Mr. Cawthorne, but he inſiſted upon being ſworn—1 don't 
know whether Mr. John Rawhnſo n was of Mr. Rawlinſon's com- 
mittee—I never was at the committee -I ſwear that during the time 


ſome gentleman, but I never was there while the committee was 
ſitting or doing buſineſs— £ 
Mr. Wybergh proceeds to obſerve upon the evidence produced on 
the part of Mr. Rawlinſon.— Mr. Graham heard in reply.— ; 
Court cleared Committee deliberate—and determine, 


That FRANCIS REYNOLDS, Eſq; is duly elected a Burgeſs to ſerve 


in this preſent Parliament, for the Borough of LANCASTER, in the County 
Palatine of Lancaſter—and alſo. 
That ABRAM RAWLINSON, Eſq; is duly elected 2 Member to ſerve 
in this preſent Parliament, for the ſaid Borough of Lax cAST ER. | 
Counſel called in and acquainted therewith ! 
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Mr. Rawlinſon's committee was fitting, I never was there—I was not 
one of the committee—I might go with a meſſage, or go to ſpeak to 


@ 


Yo 


